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Our Cause

The AMERICAN TRAKEHNER FOUNDATION is a qualified 
501(c)(3) charity contributions to which are tax deductible and 
whose purpose is the promotion of the Trakehner horse of East 
Prussian origin, primarily through education and the fostering of 
national and international amateur equestrian sports competi-
tion, including the making of grants to individuals and organi-
zations on a true charitable basis and in furtherance of the stated 
purposes.

Wine and hors d’oeuvres start at 6:30 p.m.
Honorary Auction Chair: Anne Gribbons
Event chaired by Marcia Johnson, Elgin, IL
Live Auction Conducted by Travis Wilson of Broken Arch Galler-
ies, Asheville, NC
Note: The ATF and auction staff are non-paid volunteers donating 
time and effort to support this charitable cause.
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Please Help the ATF Preserve Trakehner Horses through 
Education and Competition

The Trakehner is the oldest warmblood riding horse breed in the 
world. It is a distinct breed and not just a registry. The Trakehner 
stud book, established in East Prussia in 1732, is older than the 
Thoroughbred general stud book. Trakehners were and still are 
widely used to improve the riding characteristics of most 
warmblood horse registries including Hanoverians, Westphalians 
and Dutch Warmbloods.

Sometimes known as the East Prussian horse of Trakehner origin, 
the Trakehner was the primary mount of the German cavalry for 
over two centuries. Napoleon was defeated in the battle of 
Waterloo after being surrounded by two armies. The British, 
mounted on Thoroughbreds and led by the Duke of Wellington, 
and the Prussians mounted on Trakehners and led by General von 
Bleucher, seized that day in June of 1815.

The modern-day Olympic equestrian competitions were dominated 
by the Trakehner breed until 1936. Then World War II and 
Germany’s defeat had a devastating impact on the breed.

As late as 1939, over 60,000 Trakehner mares were bred annually 
in East Prussia in an area about the size of Maryland. 
Unfortunately, this noble breed was overrun by the Russian army 
in the winter of 1944-45 and, for all practical purposes, was 
destroyed except for a few hundred animals that escaped to the 
west by trekking on foot over 600 miles to safety. A few dozen 
animals from the primary breeding herd at Trakehnen were 
captured by the Russians and were moved to Kirov, Russia. A 
Russian Trakehner stud was established there that still exists today. 
Most of the horses however were consumed as food by a hungry 
Russian army. The breed has been rebuilding ever since from 
that tiny base that escaped in 1945 and has since begun to spread 
around the world.
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DNA research proves that no breed is more closely related to the 
Thoroughbred than the Trakehner. Only Thoroughbreds and a few 
Arabians and Anglo-Arabians are allowed to infuse genetics into 
the breed, assuring athletic performance for the future.

The American Trakehner Foundation, a tax deductible charity, 
needs your help to tell the story, educate a new generation of 
North American young people and help support their competitive 
endeavors to assure the preservation of the Trakehner horse. A 
breed with so much history but also so much promise for the future 
needs your helping hand. Please support the auction and enjoy!
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Lot #1
Anne Gribbons
Private Lessons

 Anne Gribbons is offering two private dressage training sessions 
at her farm in Florida near Orlando, FL.
 Anne has trained numerous horses and riders to the FEI levels 
and has herself competed internationally at Championship events. She is 
also a noted clinician, FEI 5 star judge, past USDF Team Olympic Coach/
Technical Advisor and member of the USDF Hall of Fame.

Fair Market Value: $500
Donated by Anne Gribbons



7

Lot #2
Billy Ray Cyrus Signed Guitar

 Billy Ray Cyrus is 
an accomplished singer, 
songwriter and actor.  He has 
starred in 3 TV series--Doc, 
Hannah Montana, and Still 
the King--and has 12 studio 
albums and over 40 singles 
since 1992.  He is also known 
as “Miley Cyrus’ dad--both 
on TV and in real life!
 His best known 
single,  “Achy Breaky Heart”, 
has been translated into over 
100 different languages, and 
the video helped make line 
dancing extremely popular 
worldwide. He has had 8 top-10 singles, and is a multi-platinum record-
ing artist.
 His song, “Some Gave All”, spent 17 consecutive weeks at number 
one on Billboard 200, and it was the top ranking debut album by a male 
artist.  It spent 43 weeks in the top 10, making it one of the best selling 
debut albums ever.  He has released over 35 charted singles of which 16 
charted in the top 40.
 Billy Ray generously supports many charitable organizations with 
his time and donations.  Organizations that provide food, housing, medi-
cal care, etc. for children, veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces, and adults in 
need often benefit from his support.

Fair Market Value: $300
Donated by Dianne Roberts
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Lot #3
“Blue on Black”

Art Description: Trakehner 
Stallion. Pastels,Charcoal 
and Acrylics on Pastelmat. 
Matted and Framed.
Size- 25” x 32 3/4”.

  About the artist: Jenai Davis 
works from her experience as 
a horse person and a fervant 
lifelong passion. Translating 
from her own history working 

up close and personal with eventing and competition horses , Jenai strives 
to inspire and enlighten the viewer by laying bare the connection between 
horse and rider, the spirit and energy behind muscle tone and movement 
and the emotion and depth of soul behind the subjects eyes. “My work 
with these amazing creatures truly changed my life. They have an astound-
ing ability to teach you a lot about yourself and life if you allow it. For 
more of Jenai’s work: 
https://www.facebook.com/jenai.davisequineartist
https://www.instagram.com/jenaisequines

Fair Market Value: $1,000
Donated by Jenai Davis
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Lot #4
Deluxe Lexington Getaway

Spend a day at Keeneland race course, tour Taylor Made Farm, and then 
enjoy a regal night at The Castle!  Reserved seats for 4 at Keeneland, plus 
a tour of a legendary Lexington TB institution Taylor Made Farm, known 
for sales and raising and standing stallions such as Triple Crown winner 
American Pharoah and California Chrome.  And then spend a luxurious 
night at The Castle, voted most beautiful hotel in Kentucky by Architec-
tural Digest, where the renowned farm to table restaurant was voted most 
romantic.

Fair Market Value: $800
Donated by Keeneland, Taylor Made Farm, and The Castle
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Lot #5
Swedish Lake Cottage

Vitteryd, Småland, Sweden
 A beautiful, fully restored traditional Swed-
ish cottage on the shore of Lake Fiolen is your 
secluded getaway from the hustle of city life. 

The home is a fantastic place to unwind with family or friends in the midst of a 
Nature Conservation area, surrounded by forest and farms - don’t be surprised to 
find moose grazing while walking the road around the lake, chanterelle mush-
rooms and wild berries growing on our wooded property or to be greeted by 
herds of lazy cows as you pass by the neighboring pastures.
 We have a family connection to this lakefront community for over 150 
years and lovingly rebuilt the home for our use with all modern amenities and 
details. This is where we gather with family for games on the large lawn, rowboat-
ing, swimming and fishing on beautiful, calm Lake Fiolen. We particularly enjoy 
watching the sun set from chairs on our stone dock. Many activities await the 
adventurous, and we hope to host your escape from your busy schedule in our 
secluded lake cottage.
 The home is a classic Swedish lake cottage with all modern amenities, 
two bedrooms, each with a pair of comfortable single beds, and plenty of space 
to spread out to make yourself at home. We have bikes available for the 5 ½ mile 
loop around the lake and suggestions for day-trip activities and excursions. The 
village of Moheda is only 15 minutes away Växjö (population 65,000) is about 30 
minutes. If you desire, in the city center of Växjö you will
find “The House of Emigrants” where you will receive help in finding your Swed-
ish roots.
House Rules: No smoking, not suitable for pets, no parties or events

Fair Market Value: $1,000
Donated by Sherri Mellskog
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Lot #6
Lessons at Valhalla Farm with

Erin Brinkman

Spend an all-inclusive 
weekend for you and 
your horse at the beau-
tiful Valhalla Farm in 
Wellborn, FL, located 
between Jacksonville 
and Tallahassee.  Two 
days of instruction with 
Erin Brinkman, a stall 
for your horse, and you 
will stay in a renovated 
historic tobacco shed 

on the farm that has housed many famous riders over the years.  Valhalla 
has been breeding warmblood horses for over 40 years and has pro-
duced some very successful competitors that earned them the USEF’s top 
dressage breeder award multiple times, many by their own top-ranked 
Trakehner stallions Martini and Hailo.  Erin is a USDF Bronze, Silver, and 
Gold Medalist, having brought many horses to the Grand Prix level.  She 
has been teaching for 25 years and travels around the US as a clinician.  
She specializes in biomechanics and the holistic training of horse and 
rider to form a team that enjoys the work.  She has helped many stu-
dents achieve their USDF Medals and find the horse of their dreams, so 
get started pursuing your dreams with Erin’s expert coaching in a lovely 
setting!  Date to be arranged for mutual convenience.

Fair Market Value: $400
Donated by Erin and Jean Brinkman
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Lot #7
Windfall Halter

Bid on your chance to own a part of Trakehner Olympic history!  This 
leather halter with nameplate was awarded by the United States Equestri-
an Team to the Bronze Medal Winning Eventing Team stallion Windfall 
*Pg*E*, who helped clinch the team medal at the 2004 Games in Athens.  
Comes with a letter of authenticity signed by his owner.

Fair Market Value: $500
Donated by Tim Holekamp
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Lot #8
Scottish Highlands Stay

for Two

Waterfront 4 bed-
room/modern new 
home with Bosch 
kitchen, jacuzzi, wash-
er/dryer in Croabh 
Haven nestled in the 
scenic Highlands 
between Glasgow and 
Edinburgh and within 
walking distance of 

sailing, kayaking, fishing, riding and boat trips out of Oban, Inveraray, 
Kilmartin Glen and more!  Your local guide will show you the sights, in-
form you of activities and attractions, and make sure you are comfortable.  
The pub and village shop is just down the lane.  Scheduled by arrange-
ment.
 Learn more about the local area at www.lunga.com and 
www.craigsnish.info

Fair Market Value: $2,000
Donated by Roy Bishop
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Lot #9
Oak Ridge Boys Signed Guitar and 
Photo

These “boys” need no formal introduc-
tion.  Their harmony has produced doz-
ens of country hits, and they have sold 
more than 41 million albums.  Their list 
of awards includes multiple Grammy, 
Dove, ACM and CMA awards, along 

with multiple industry and fan accolades.  They bring 4 decades of chart-
ed singles and 50 years of tradition to their concerts.
 Duane Allen, Richard Sterban, Joe Bonsall, and William Lee 
Golden are a legendary group that just keeps on rolling--12 gold, 3 plat-
inum, 1 double platinum, more than a dozen number 1 hits, and over 30 
top ten hits are in their resume’.
 They began as a gospel group and regularly appeared on the 
Grand Ole Opry and as the opening act for several country music per-
formers.  They became a “country” act in 1975 and never looked back.  
Their music is always uplifting and includes such familiar tunes as:  “Elvi-
ra”, “You’re the One”, “American Made”, “Sail Away”, “Bobbie Sue”, and the 
list goes on.
 They are spokesmen for many charitable organizations and con-
sistently give back to their fans and community.  They show no signs of 
slowing down.

Fair Market Value: $500
Donated by Dianne Roberts
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Lot #10
Jim Koford Training Sessions

Two, 1-hour training sessions from successful FEI dressage rider, 
Jim Koford. National Champion Grand Prix Freestyle 2017! Les-
sons may take place in Wellington, FL, during the winter, at Ko-
ford’s home-base in North Carolina, or at any recognized show that 
Koford is attending if that is what winner prefers. Winning bidder 
must make specific arrangements directly with Mr. Koford. Expires  
October 2019.

Fair Market Value: $300
Donated by Sherri Mellskog
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Lot #11
Shannon Brinkman 
Photography Package

Shannon has photographed at the biggest competitions in the world – the 
Olympics in Athens, Beijing and London, the Pan Am Games in Rio and 
Guadalajara, the World Equestrian Games in Spain, Kentucky, and again 
this year in Tryon, the Kentucky 3-Day Event (Rolex & Land Rover ver-
sions), the World Cup in Paris, the American Eventing Championships, 
Bramham, Badminton, The Fork, Luhmuhlen, Fair Hill, and Red Hills.  
She is the winner of the 2018 Alltech International Alliance of Equestrian 
Journalist Media Award for Photography, also winning the award in 2013.  
The combination of growing up on her mother Jean Brinkman’s horse 
breeding/training/competition operation Valhalla Farm, earning a Bach-
elor’s degree in Fine Arts, and moving to New Orleans gives her a unique 
and artistic perspective into equine photography.  She is the author/pho-
tographer of a book about the Preservation Hall jazz venue in New Orle-
ans.  Shannon is generously offering a photography package at the 2019 
American Eventing Championships.  If you or your horse do not compete 
there, she is willing to shoot you at another mutually agreed upon venue 
she will be at in 2019 or have you select photos from her portfolio.

Fair Market Value: $400   
Donated by Shannon Brinkman
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Lot #12
WEF Weekend with 

Our Day Farm

Take advantage of this rare opportunity to spend a weekend with the 
highly successful hunter/jumper Our Day Farm team and the Alex 
Jayne family. The broad spectrum of equine expertise runs deep in Alex, 
Maggie, Charlie, and Haylie -- international/national/young jumper 
champions, derby/equitation/amateur/junior hunters, finding hunter/
jumper prospects and developing and maintaining them, breeding and 
raising world class jumping horses, NCAA equestrian teams and scholar-
ships, etc. You can even bring your horse for coaching to sharpen up your 
performance - take note eventers! Shadow the ODF team for a mutually 
convenient weekend and an insider’s view of the WEF community.  Don’t 
miss your chance to experience the winning philosophy and program that 
has developed international riders and horses for over 30 years!

Fair Market Value: $2,000
Donated by Alex Jayne



18

Lot #13
A Week in Wellington

Studio apartment in the Palm Beach Polo and Country Club for one week 
during the 2019 show season January - April, in Wellington, FL. Ground 
floor condominium is located conveniently to the Winter Equestrian Fes-
tival Showgrounds and Global Dressage Festivals featuring World Class 
Competitions each week.  International Polo grounds are a short drive 
away. PBP and CC feature golf courses, restaurants, pool and many other 
luxury amenities. These accommodations are for two people, no smoking 
and no pets. A chance to enjoy warm weather and be able to see the best 
horses and riders compete at a spectacular venue.

Fair Market Value: $1,000
Donated by Sue Williams
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Lot #14
California Dreaming Wine Tour 

for Two with Holger Hoetzel

Trakehner breeder and event rider, vintner, foodie-chef, musician, pho-
tographer, entrepreneur, father – Holger is a true renaissance man.  His 
horses are turned out in lush fields by the rolling hills of grapevines as he 
plays his banjo for the harvest.  Those of us who are his Facebook friends 
wish we could join him for the wine and luscious meals he posts, and the 
lucky winner of this lot will get to do just that!  Spend a day on an insider 
tour of the best spots in the Santa Ynez Valley in California visiting vine-
yards, sampling wines and gourmet bites – tastings and lunch courtesy of 
Holger.  You also can eat dinner at one of his favorite spots dutch treat if 
you like.  This day trip can be customized based upon your preferences 
and you will take home a case of Holger’s F2 wines selected specifically 
for you.  Visit www.F2-wines.com to browse which vintages you would 
like in your complimentary case.

Pick a day in either July or August of 2019 that is mutually convenient.

Fair Market Value $700
Donated by Holger Hoetzel
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Lot #15
Abdullah’s Exercise Bridle

This is the actual exercise bridle 
used on Abdullah during his 
competition years.  Abdullah is 
the Trakehner stallion who won 
Gold and Silver Medals at the 1984 
Olympics, the 1985 World Cup Show Jumping winner as well as Gold 
and Silver Medalist at the 1986 World Championships (now WEG).  
Abdullah was inducted into the Show Jumping Hall of Fame in 2009 
and his accomplishments are on display at the Kentucky Horse Park.  
Your chance to own part of a legend. 

Fair Market Value: $750
Donated by Sue Williams
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Lot #16
San Antonio Fiesta Week

Historic Home Stay

Stay in this beautifully 
updated historic 1874 Texas Hill 
Country home on 10 acres with 4 
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, back patio 
and washer/dryer during San 
Antonio’s Fiesta the last week 
of April 2019!  Celebrating 300 
years of rich history over 10 days, 
festivities include lighted parades 
on barges in the river at night or the Battle of the Flowers parade during 
the day, an Oyster Bake, Taste of New Orleans, Alamo Heights Night, and 
A Night in Old San Antonio and more!  Hotels sell out a year in advance.  
Close to the home are tubing on the Guadalupe River, shopping in the 
quaint towns of Boerne and New Braunfels, multiple wineries in Freder-
icksburg, Sea World, and on Saturday nights there is the dinner “Texas 
Rodeo” show.  Last year’s Fiesta schedule can be viewed at:  

https://www.fiesta-sa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/2018-Fies-
ta-Schedule-of-Events.pdf

Fair Market Value: $3,500
Donated by Christine Turner
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Lot #17
Coach Luscious Leather

Messenger Bag

Charles Edition Smooth Midnight Leather Coach Messenger Bag is per-
fect for a laptop and documents etc.!  With multiple intelligent compart-
ments, it is 14.25” L x 3.5” W x 10.5” H.  Looks great on men and women!  
Very comfortable adjustable strap.  If you love Coach bags and quality 
leather as much as I do, this will be in your collection forever!

And, there is a very, very special surprise inside the bag -- look but do not 
touch!

Fair Market Value $450 (Plus the surprise!)
Donated by Marcia Johnson
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Thank you for your support 
of 

The American Trakehner 
Foundation 

and the 
Trakehner Breed
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Terms and Conditions of
American Trakehner Foundation Benefit Auction

1. APPLICABLE LAW - All items in this sale are offered “as is” 
according to the laws of the State of North Carolina. There are no 
warranties or guarantees, express or implied by Travis Wilson/
Broken Arch Galleries, the American Trakehner Foundation, the 
American Trakehner Association or donors for any particular 
purposes of any item or lot offered in this sale. All sales are final.

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS - Every effort has been made to ensure the 
correctness and accuracy of the descriptions and information in the 
catalog. However, The Foundation and the auctioneer assume no 
responsibility for errors or omissions. Any known corrections will 
be announced from the auctioneer stand. Changes to the 
procedures for this auction are at the discretion of The Foundation 
and will be announced as the occasion arises. Announced changes 
in the catalog on sale day take precedence over printed material. 
The auctioneer reserves the right to add or withdraw any item at 
any time before the auction without liability.

3. BIDDING PROCEDURE – The highest bidder will be the 
successful bidder and the buyer. Successful bidder shall forthwith 
sign an Acknowledgment of Purchase. Should the 
Acknowledgment of Purchase not be presented to the buyer for 
signature prior to commencement of bidding on the next lot 
offered, buyer shall forthwith identify themselves to auctioneer as 
purchaser and sign the Acknowledgment of Purchase when 
presented. Right of purchase of successful bidder is not impaired 
in case of signing of Acknowledgment of Purchase by another, 
provided that such bidder acts in accordance with these terms and 
conditions of sale. Donors or donor’s agent reserve the right to bid 
on any lot item.
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4. ABSENTEE BIDS and TELEPHONE BIDS - Absentee bids will 
be accepted but must have payment method approved prior to the 
sale as well as absolute identification of individual or entity. 
Absentee bids must be e-mailed to americantrakehnerfoundation@
yahoo.com no later than 5:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, 
September 12, 2018. Absentee bids must contain a) an opening bid 
and b) a maximum bid. The auctioneer will represent all absentee 
bidders and will only advance absentee opening bid if a counter bid 
is made by another bidder.

5. BIDDER REGISTRATION – There is NO CHARGE to register 
and obtain a bidder number upon arrival. Pre-registered guests will 
automatically be issued a bidder number. Any successful bidder 
buying a lot item without a bidder number will immediately be 
issued a bidder number upon signing the Acknowledgement of 
Purchase document.

6. BIDDING DISPUTES - Should any dispute arise between or 
among any two bidders, the auctioneer shall forthwith adjudicate 
the dispute and his decision shall be absolute, final and binding 
upon all parties. Bids received after the fall of the hammer are not 
valid nor are they grounds for dispute. Bids acknowledged by bid 
spotters are recognized as if tendered to auctioneer, but in case of 
dispute, the bidding on the lot item shall be reopened forthwith for 
advanced bids, and if there be no advance, the lot item is sold to the 
person from whom the auctioneer recognized the last bid. In case 
of dispute, advanced bidding shall be restricted to the contending 
parties, but should the recognized bid be reduced below the bid at 
commencement of the dispute, then bidding shall be reopened to 
all bidders.
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7. TITLE, RISK, and DELIVERY - The purchaser at the fall of the 
hammer assumes all risk and responsibility for the lot item. 
However, such purchase through the highest bid and corresponding
assumption of risk and responsibility shall not constitute passing of 
title until payment is received by the cashier. Purchaser must make 
payment in cash, personal check or major credit card within one 
hour of the conclusion of the sale. All lot items purchased must be 
removed from the premises at the end of the event. Purchased lot 
items that are tangible items but cannot be collected immediately 
after the sale will be delivered to a third party delivery company 
after payment and they will package and ship to buyer by buyer’s 
arrangement and at buyer expense. Buyers of purchased services 
or future benefits, goods or services will be issued a redemption 
certificate with contact information of the lot item’s donor in order 
to redeem. There is no guarantee of tax deductibility as the IRS has 
ruled that a charitable contribution results only if the amount paid 
for the item lot exceeds the fair market value.

8. TERMS OF PAYMENT – The terms of the sale are cash in the 
form of U.S. currency, personal check or major credit card made to 
the cashier. Make all checks payable to American Trakehner 
Foundation. Personal checks require valid proof of identification 
such as a driver’s license or valid passport. Purchasers shall make 
payment within one hour of the close of the sale for the full pur-
chase price plus tax, such payment to be in the form of U.S. 
currency, personal check or major credit card. Title to lot item(s) 
purchased with a personal check shall not pass to purchaser until 
funds have cleared the bank. Purchaser may not stop payment on a 
check given in payment for a lot item for any reason.
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9. LIMITED WARRANTIES - Unless expressly stated, all lot items 
are sold and are sold on an “as is, where is” basis. ALL SALES ARE 
FINAL There is no implied or express warranty on any lot item.

10. LIABILITY – The American Trakehner Foundation, The 
American Trakehner Association and Travis Wilson/Broken Arch 
Galleries, its auctioneers, officers, employees, agents and 
representatives assume no responsibility whatsoever to anyone for 
identification, title, defects, the physical condition, of any lot item 
and make no warranty or representation of any kind in this sale 
unless expressly stated.

11. LITIGATION - If legal proceedings are instituted by any par-
ty, whether buyer or donor, in which The American Trakehner 
Foundation, The American Trakehner Association, Travis Wilson/
Broken Arch Galleries, its auctioneers, officers, employees, agents, 
representatives, are named as parties, the party initiating such legal 
action shall be responsible for all legal fees incurred by the The 
American Trakehner Foundation, The American Trakehner 
Association, Travis Wilson/Broken Arch Galleries, its auctioneers, 
officers, employees, agents, representatives, incident to and in 
connection with said proceedings. It is further agreed that all 
disputes will be settled by arbitration in the State of Ohio in lieu of 
litigation.

12. PUBLIC LIABILITY - The donors, The American Trakehner 
Foundation, The American Trakehner Association, Travis 
Wilson/Broken Arch Galleries, its auctioneers, officers, employees, 
agents or representatives, assume no responsibility whatsoever for 
theft, fire, or other damages, or any injury, death or damage to any 
purchased lot item, any person or animal of any kind howsoever 
caused. The public is cautioned to be extremely careful while on the 
premises.


